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Nestled amidst the serene streets of York, Pennsylvania, stands 480
Codorus Street, a historic gem that exudes an air of resilience and defiance
amidst the storms of time. Intricately intertwined with the life and legacy of
its former inhabitants, this grand Victorian home has witnessed countless
moments of triumph, tragedy, and resilience. As we delve into its
captivating history, we will uncover the remarkable stories of the individuals
who shaped this dwelling, transforming it into a testament to the
indomitable human spirit.

The Kramer Family: A Legacy of Ingenuity and Philanthropy

The story of 480 Codorus Street begins in the late 19th century with the
Kramer family, prominent industrialists who left an indelible mark on the city
of York. Michael Kramer, a German immigrant, founded the Kramer Wagon
Company in 1860, a thriving enterprise that manufactured horse-drawn
wagons and carriages. As the company grew, so did the Kramer family's
wealth and influence.

In 1888, Michael Kramer purchased the land upon which 480 Codorus
Street would be built. The construction of the home was meticulously
overseen by his son, Charles, who had inherited his father's keen business
acumen and architectural vision. The result was a stunning Victorian
masterpiece that showcased the family's wealth and status.
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The Kramers were not only successful entrepreneurs but also devoted
philanthropists. They generously donated to local charities and educational
institutions, leaving a lasting legacy of giving that continues to benefit the
York community to this day.

The Smyser Family: Courage in the Face of Adversity

In 1912, the Smyser family purchased 480 Codorus Street from the
Kramers. The Smysers, a prominent family of physicians, brought with
them a strong tradition of service and compassion. Dr. Albert L. Smyser, the
patriarch of the family, was a renowned surgeon who served as president
of the York Hospital for many years.

The Smysers lived a life of privilege and comfort at 480 Codorus Street.
However, their happiness was shattered by the tragic death of Dr. Smyser
in 1929. His untimely passing left his wife, Mary, and their children
devastated.

Despite their grief, the Smyser family persevered, finding solace in their
faith and the support of their community. They continued to live in the
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Codorus Street home, where they raised their children and hosted
countless gatherings of family and friends.

The Pataki Family: A New Chapter Begins

In 1961, 480 Codorus Street entered a new chapter in its history when it
was purchased by the Pataki family. George Pataki, a young lawyer, and
his wife, Libby, had recently relocated to York from New Jersey. The
Patakis were immediately drawn to the home's charm and historical
significance.

The Patakis raised their four children at 480 Codorus Street. The home
became a hub of activity, filled with laughter, music, and the warmth of
family life. George Pataki went on to serve as Governor of New York from
1995 to 2006, and Libby Pataki became a successful author and public
speaker.

Preserving a Legacy

In 1983, 480 Codorus Street was designated as a historic landmark by the
York County Historical Society. The Pataki family took great pride in the
home's legacy and worked diligently to preserve its grandeur. They
meticulously restored the home to its former glory, ensuring that its
historical significance would be preserved for generations to come.

Today, 480 Codorus Street remains a cherished landmark in the York
community. It is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its former
inhabitants, who faced life's challenges with courage and determination.
The home continues to inspire and captivate all who visit its hallowed halls,
standing as a living tribute to the indomitable spirit of the human
experience.



480 Codorus Street is more than just a house; it is a living, breathing entity
that has witnessed the unfolding of countless lives. Through the
generations, it has sheltered families, nurtured dreams, and provided
solace in times of adversity. The stories of the Kramer, Smyser, and Pataki
families are forever entwined with the history of this remarkable dwelling,
reminding us that even in the face of life's unpredictability, the human spirit
has the power to endure and thrive.
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