
Alt Aleksandar Nedeljkovic: A Rising Star in
the World of Goaltending
Aleksandar Nedeljkovic is a Serbian professional ice hockey goaltender
currently playing for the Detroit Red Wings of the National Hockey League
(NHL). Known for his quick reflexes, athleticism, and competitive spirit,
Nedeljkovic has emerged as one of the most promising young goaltenders
in the league.

Early Life and Career

Born on August 7, 1997, in Novi Sad, Serbia, Nedeljkovic began playing
hockey at the age of four. He moved to the United States in 2013 to pursue
his hockey career, joining the Des Moines Buccaneers of the United States
Hockey League (USHL). In his first season with Des Moines, Nedeljkovic
posted an impressive 2.16 goals-against average (GAA) and a .930 save
percentage (SV%),earning him the USHL Goaltender of the Year award.
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Nedeljkovic's standout performance in the USHL caught the attention of the
Carolina Hurricanes, who drafted him with the 37th overall pick in the 2014
NHL Entry Draft. He spent the next three seasons with the Charlotte
Checkers, Carolina's American Hockey League (AHL) affiliate, where he
continued to develop his skills and refine his playing style.

NHL Breakthrough

Nedeljkovic made his NHL debut with the Carolina Hurricanes in the 2019-
20 season. Despite being a backup to Petr Mrazek, Nedeljkovic impressed
with his performances, posting a 3.14 GAA and a .902 SV% in 23 games.
In the 2020-21 season, he solidified his status as a legitimate starting
goaltender, playing a significant role in the Hurricanes' run to the playoffs.

In July 2021, Nedeljkovic signed a two-year, $6 million contract with the
Detroit Red Wings, seeking a greater opportunity to prove his worth as a
starting goaltender. He immediately established himself as the Red Wings'
number one netminder, showcasing his abilities throughout the 2021-22
season. Nedeljkovic finished the season with a 2.89 GAA and a .911 SV%,
helping the Red Wings improve their defensive record significantly.

Playing Style

Aleksandar Nedeljkovic is known for his aggressive and athletic playing
style. He relies on his quick reflexes, flexibility, and anticipation to make
saves. Nedeljkovic is also known for his puck-handling skills, often making
quick and effective passes to start counter-attacks.

One of the standout aspects of Nedeljkovic's game is his lateral movement.
He displays exceptional agility and edge work, enabling him to close down
angles quickly and effectively. Nedeljkovic is also adept at reading the play



and anticipating where the puck is going, allowing him to position himself
optimally for saves.

International Career

Nedeljkovic has represented Serbia on the international stage, participating
in the IIHF World Championship Division I and the Olympic Qualification
tournament. In 2022, he was a key member of the Serbian national team
that won the bronze medal at the World Championship Division IA,
contributing to their promotion to the top division for the first time in history.

Future Prospects

Aleksandar Nedeljkovic is widely regarded as one of the brightest young
goaltending prospects in the NHL. His combination of athleticism, skill, and
competitive spirit gives him the potential to be an elite netminder at the
highest level. With ample opportunities to continue his development in
Detroit, Nedeljkovic is poised to make a significant impact on the team and
the league in the years to come.

Aleksandar Nedeljkovic's rise to prominence in the NHL has been a
testament to his hard work, dedication, and undeniable talent. As he
continues to refine his skills and gain experience, Nedeljkovic has the
potential to become one of the most dominant goaltenders in the league.
His story serves as an inspiration for young athletes everywhere,
demonstrating that with passion, perseverance, and a belief in oneself,
anything is possible.
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