
An Egyptian Journal: William Golding's
Journey into the Heart of Darkness
William Golding's 1975 novel, "An Egyptian Journal," is a profound and
thought-provoking work that explores the complex interplay between
cultural identity, imperialism, and the potential for both good and evil within
human nature. Set in the midst of the British occupation of Egypt in the
early 20th century, the novel follows the experiences of two British soldiers,
Corporal Willis and Lieutenant Johns, as they navigate the treacherous
landscape of a foreign land and the equally treacherous terrain of their own
hearts.

A Clash of Cultures

One of the central themes in "An Egyptian Journal" is the clash between
the British and Egyptian cultures. Willis and Johns come to Egypt as
representatives of a powerful imperial power, with little understanding or
respect for the people they have come to conquer. They see the Egyptians
as inferior, both culturally and racially, and their interactions with the local
population are characterized by arrogance and condescension.
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The Egyptians, for their part, resent the British presence and view them as
invaders and oppressors. They resist British rule through both passive and
active means, from simple acts of defiance to full-scale rebellion. The novel
shows how this cultural conflict leads to misunderstanding, mistrust, and
violence on both sides.

The Fragility of Civilization

Another major theme in "An Egyptian Journal" is the fragility of civilization.
The novel shows how easily the veneer of civilization can be stripped away,
revealing the savagery that lies beneath. Willis and Johns, who come from
a society that prides itself on its order and refinement, are confronted with
the harsh realities of war and occupation. They witness firsthand the
horrors that human beings are capable of inflicting upon one another, and
they are forced to confront their own capacity for violence and cruelty.

The novel also explores the idea that civilization is not something that is
fixed and unchanging, but rather something that is constantly being shaped
and reshaped by the actions of its people. The British Empire, which is
presented as the epitome of civilization in the novel, is shown to be just as
capable of brutality and oppression as any other society. The novel
suggests that all civilizations are ultimately built on shaky ground, and that
the potential for chaos and regression is always present.

The Darkness Within

In addition to its themes of imperialism and the fragility of civilization, "An
Egyptian Journal" also explores the darkness that can reside within the
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human heart. Willis and Johns are both complex characters, and the novel
shows how even good men can be capable of great evil. Willis, in
particular, is a deeply troubled individual, haunted by a secret past that he
cannot escape. As the novel progresses, Willis's darkness consumes him,
and he becomes increasingly violent and unstable.

The novel suggests that the potential for evil is present in all of us, and that
it can be unleashed under the right circumstances. War, occupation, and
other forms of social upheaval can provide the conditions that allow the
darkness within to flourish. The novel also shows how the darkness can be
passed down from one generation to the next, as Willis's own violence is
foreshadowed by the violence of his father.

A Journey of Self-Discovery

Despite its dark themes, "An Egyptian Journal" is also a story of hope and
redemption. Willis and Johns both undergo significant journeys of self-
discovery during the course of the novel. They come to a greater
understanding of themselves and their place in the world, and they learn to
confront the darkness within themselves. In the end, they are both changed
men, and they return to England with a new perspective on life.

"An Egyptian Journal" is a challenging and thought-provoking novel that
offers a profound exploration of the human condition. It is a work that is
both timely and timeless, and it continues to resonate with readers today.
The novel's themes of imperialism, cultural clash, and the fragility of
civilization are as relevant today as they were when the novel was first
published in 1975.



If you are looking for a novel that will challenge your assumptions and stay
with you long after you finish it, then I highly recommend "An Egyptian
Journal." It is a powerful and important work of literature that deserves to
be read by a wide audience.
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