
But Don't Call Me Chong: Discovering a Lost
Film from the Hong Kong New Wave
A Cinematic Enigma Unveiled

For decades, 'But Don't Call Me Chong' remained an elusive cinematic
artifact, known only through tantalizing fragments and whispered
anecdotes. Originally released in 1976 at the height of the Hong Kong New
Wave, the film had seemingly vanished into the annals of lost cinema. Its
disappearance had left a void in the historical narrative of one of the most
influential film movements.
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However, in a serendipitous twist of fate, a pristine copy of the film
resurfaced in 2015 at a flea market in Hong Kong. Its rediscovery was a
cinematic revelation, akin to unearthing a long-lost masterpiece. The film's
reappearance ignited a wave of excitement among cinephiles and
historians, eager to witness this forgotten treasure firsthand.
The Hong Kong New Wave and Its Significance

To fully appreciate the importance of 'But Don't Call Me Chong,' it is
essential to understand the context of the Hong Kong New Wave. This
groundbreaking movement emerged in the 1970s as a rebellion against the
prevailing studio system and its formulaic films. A new generation of
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filmmakers, armed with fresh ideas and a desire for artistic expression,
challenged conventions and pushed the boundaries of storytelling.

The vibrant and experimental nature of Hong Kong New Wave cinema

'But Don't Call Me Chong' epitomized the spirit of the Hong Kong New
Wave. Its gritty realism, innovative camera techniques, and exploration of
social issues reflected the movement's commitment to authenticity and
artistic freedom. The film's rediscovery provides a valuable opportunity to
reassess this pivotal era in Hong Kong cinema and shed light on its
enduring legacy.
Unveiling the Film's Narrative and Themes

At its core, 'But Don't Call Me Chong' follows the story of Ah Chong, a
young man navigating the complexities of life in a rapidly changing Hong
Kong. The film delves into themes of identity, displacement, and the search
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for purpose in a society grappling with modernization and cultural
transformation.

Through Ah Chong's journey, the film explores the clash between tradition
and modernity, the generational divide, and the struggles faced by
marginalized individuals in an increasingly materialistic society. Its poignant
portrayal of the human condition resonated deeply with audiences upon its
initial release and continues to captivate viewers today.
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The Cinematic Legacy and Future Prospects

The rediscovery of 'But Don't Call Me Chong' has sparked renewed interest
in the neglected corners of Hong Kong cinema history. Its restoration and
subsequent screening at international film festivals have garnered critical
acclaim and introduced new generations to the power and artistry of the
Hong Kong New Wave.
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The restored print of 'But Don't Call Me Chong,' showcasing its visual brilliance

The film's re-emergence also serves as a reminder of the importance of
preserving and restoring lost films. 'But Don't Call Me Chong' stands as a
testament to the enduring power of cinema and the vital role it plays in
shaping our understanding of history and culture.

As we look to the future, it is imperative that we continue to uncover and
celebrate lost films from all corners of the world. These cinematic treasures
offer invaluable insights into forgotten eras and provide a glimpse into the
diverse tapestry of human experience. Through the rediscovery and
restoration of films like 'But Don't Call Me Chong,' we not only enrich our
cinematic heritage but also ensure that future generations can appreciate
the artistry and cultural significance of films that have long been hidden
from view.
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