
Easter Island Guide: Uncovering the Mysteries
of Rapa Nui
Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, is a remote Polynesian island in
the southeastern Pacific Ocean. It is famous for its 887 extant monumental
stone statues, called moai, which were created by the Rapa Nui people
between the 11th and 17th centuries. The island is also home to a number
of other archaeological sites, including the Ahu Tongariki, the largest ahu
(ceremonial platform) on the island, and the Rano Raraku, the quarry from
which the moai were carved.
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History of Easter Island

The history of Easter Island is a long and complex one. The island was first
settled by Polynesians around 300 AD. These early settlers came from the
Marquesas Islands, which are located about 2,000 miles to the northeast.
The Rapa Nui people, as they are known, developed a unique culture that
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flourished for centuries. They built large stone houses, known as hare
paenga, and created a complex system of petroglyphs, or rock carvings.

In the 15th century, the Rapa Nui people began to build the moai. These
statues were carved from volcanic rock and were placed on ahu, or
ceremonial platforms. The moai were believed to represent the ancestors
of the Rapa Nui people and were used in religious ceremonies.

The construction of the moai had a devastating impact on the environment
of Easter Island. The quarrying of the stone for the statues led to
deforestation and soil erosion. The Rapa Nui people also overexploited the
island's resources, such as fish and birds. As a result, the island's
population declined dramatically in the 17th and 18th centuries.

In 1722, the Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen became the first European
to visit Easter Island. He named the island after the day he arrived, which
was Easter Sunday. The island was later visited by other European
explorers, including James Cook in 1774 and Jean-François de La Pérouse
in 1786.

The Moai

The moai are the most iconic symbol of Easter Island. These statues are
carved from volcanic rock and range in size from 6 feet to 33 feet tall. The
moai have large heads and elongated bodies. They are typically carved
with a stern expression and their hands are folded over their stomachs.

The moai were carved using a variety of tools, including stone adzes,
chisels, and hammers. The statues were then transported to their ahu, or
ceremonial platforms, using a system of ropes and levers. The ahu are



located all over the island, but the largest concentration of moai is at Ahu
Tongariki.

The meaning and purpose of the moai is not fully understood. Some
scholars believe that the moai were created to represent the ancestors of
the Rapa Nui people. Others believe that they were used in religious
ceremonies, or that they were symbols of power and prestige.

Other Archaeological Sites

In addition to the moai, Easter Island is home to a number of other
archaeological sites. These sites include:

The Ahu Tongariki, the largest ahu on the island. This ahu is home to
15 moai, which were restored in the 1990s.

The Rano Raraku, the quarry from which the moai were carved. This
quarry is located in the southeastern part of the island and is home to
hundreds of unfinished moai.

The Orongo, a ceremonial site located on the southwestern tip of the
island. This site was used by the Rapa Nui people to select the
Birdman, a religious leader who was believed to have the power to
communicate with the gods.

The Anakena Beach, a beautiful beach located on the northern coast
of the island. This beach is believed to be the landing site of the first
Polynesian settlers.

Tourism

Easter Island is a popular tourist destination. The island is home to a
number of hotels and guesthouses, and there are a variety of tours



available. Visitors can explore the island's archaeological sites, hike in the
Rapa Nui National Park, and relax on the island's beautiful beaches.

How to Get to Easter Island

Easter Island is located about 2,300 miles from the coast of Chile. The only
way to get to the island is by plane. There are direct flights to Easter Island
from Santiago, Chile, and from Lima, Peru. The flight from Santiago takes
about 5 hours, and the flight from Lima takes about 4 hours.

When to Visit Easter Island

The best time to visit Easter Island is during the shoulder seasons, which
are April-May and September-October. During these months, the weather is
mild and there are fewer tourists.

What to Bring to Easter Island

When packing for a trip to Easter Island, be sure to bring the following
items:

Sunscreen

Insect repellent

A hat

Comfortable shoes

A camera

Cash

Easter Island is a fascinating and unique destination. The island's
archaeological sites, beautiful beaches, and friendly people make it a must-



visit for any traveler.
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