
Hitchcock: Lost, Found, and the Forgotten
Films of a Screen Classic

Hitchcock Lost & Found: The Forgotten Films (Screen
Classics) by Alain Kerzoncuf

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 45474 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 259 pages
Lending : Enabled

Alfred Hitchcock, the undisputed master of suspense, stands tall among the
most influential filmmakers of all time. His films, characterized by their
thrilling plots, psychological depth, and meticulously crafted cinematic
techniques, have captivated audiences for decades.

Beyond his celebrated masterpieces like "Psycho," "Vertigo," and "Rear
Window," Hitchcock's vast filmography holds numerous lesser-known
works that have largely disappeared from public view. These films, often
overshadowed by their more famous counterparts, offer a unique glimpse
into the evolution of Hitchcock's cinematic vision.

Lost and Found: Rediscovering Hitchcock's Hidden Gems
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Over the years, several of Hitchcock's films were considered lost, their
reels scattered or destroyed. However, thanks to dedicated film historians
and archivists, some of these lost treasures have been rediscovered and
restored to their former glory.

One such film is "The Lodger: A Story of the London Fog" (1927). Originally
believed to be lost, a fragmented version was found in the 1990s and
painstakingly reconstructed. The film, a silent thriller, showcases
Hitchcock's early mastery of suspense and atmospheric storytelling.

Another rediscovered gem is "Mary" (1931),a compelling murder mystery
set against the backdrop of a boarding house. Long dismissed as a minor
work, "Mary" has gained recognition in recent years for its psychological
complexity and Hitchcock's innovative use of camerawork.

Forgotten Classics: Exploring Hitchcock's Lesser-Known
Masterpieces

Besides the lost films that have been rediscovered, Hitchcock's filmography
includes a wealth of forgotten films that deserve a second look.

"Rich and Strange" (1931) is a haunting tale of a man haunted by a tragic
secret. The film features Hitchcock's signature blend of suspense and
romance, with a haunting performance by Joan Barry.

"Young and Innocent" (1937) is a gripping mystery about a young man
falsely accused of murder. The film showcases Hitchcock's ability to create
intricate plots with unexpected twists and turns.

"Sabotage" (1936) is a thrilling tale of espionage and political intrigue.
Hitchcock's skillful direction and use of suspenseful set pieces make this



film a hidden gem in his vast repertoire.

Preserving Hitchcock's Legacy: The Importance of Film Restoration

The rediscovery and restoration of Hitchcock's lost and forgotten films are
crucial for preserving his legacy and ensuring that future generations can
appreciate the breadth of his cinematic vision.

Film restoration involves carefully restoring damaged or deteriorated film
materials to their original condition. This process includes cleaning,
repairing, and sometimes digitally enhancing the footage to bring it back to
life.

Organizations like the British Film Institute (BFI) and the Academy Film
Archive are dedicated to preserving and restoring classic films, including
Hitchcock's works. By digitizing and restoring these films, they ensure that
they remain accessible to audiences for years to come.

Alfred Hitchcock's legacy extends far beyond his iconic masterpieces. His
lost, found, and forgotten films offer a fascinating glimpse into the evolution
of his cinematic brilliance.

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of film historians and archivists, many of
these hidden gems have been rediscovered and restored, allowing us to
appreciate the full scope of Hitchcock's genius. These films are not only
valuable historical artifacts but also timeless works of art that continue to
entertain and captivate audiences worldwide.

As we celebrate Hitchcock's enduring contribution to cinema, let us not
forget the lost, found, and forgotten films that enrich his legacy and



continue to inspire generations of filmmakers and film enthusiasts alike.
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