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On June 26, 1963, President John F. Kennedy delivered a powerful and
historic speech in West Berlin, Germany. Known as the 'Ich bin ein Berliner'
speech, Kennedy's words resonated with the people of Berlin and
reaffirmed the United States' commitment to the defense of freedom. The
speech was a pivotal moment in the Cold War and helped to strengthen the
bonds between the United States and Western Europe.

The Berlin Wall

The Berlin Wall was a physical and ideological barrier that divided Berlin
from 1961 to 1989. The wall was built by the German Democratic Republic
(GDR, or East Germany) to prevent its citizens from escaping to the West.
The wall was a symbol of the Cold War and the division of Europe.

Kennedy's Visit to Berlin
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In June 1963, President Kennedy visited Berlin to show his support for the
city and its people. Kennedy's visit was a major event, and he was greeted
by large crowds of cheering people. On June 26, Kennedy delivered a
speech at the Schéneberg City Hall in West Berlin. The speech was a
powerful and moving plea for peace and unity.

"Ich bin ein Berliner"

The most famous line of Kennedy's speech was "Ich bin ein Berliner" ("l am
a Berliner"). With these words, Kennedy expressed his solidarity with the
people of Berlin and his commitment to the defense of their freedom. The
line was a powerful symbol of the United States' commitment to its allies in
Europe.

The Impact of the Speech

Kennedy's speech had a profound impact on the people of Berlin and on
the Cold War. The speech helped to strengthen the bonds between the
United States and Western Europe. It also helped to inspire the people of
Berlin to continue their struggle for freedom. The speech is still
remembered today as a powerful statement of hope and unity.

Joseph Kim

Joseph Kim was a young Korean boy who was living in Berlin when
Kennedy visited the city in 1963. Kim was a big fan of Kennedy, and he
was excited to see the president speak. After the speech, Kim ran up to
Kennedy and gave him a hug. The moment was captured by a
photographer, and the photo became a symbol of hope and unity.

A Promise of Peace and Unity



The hug between Kennedy and Kim was a powerful symbol of the
president's commitment to peace and unity. The photo of the hug has
become an iconic image, and it is still used today to promote peace and
understanding.

Kennedy's speech and the hug between him and Kim are a reminder of the
importance of peace and unity. In a world that is often divided by conflict,
we must all strive to build bridges and to work together for a better future.
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