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Cecilia Gallerani was born in Milan, Italy, in 1463. Her father was a wealthy
nobleman, and her mother was a lady-in-waiting to the Duchess of Milan.
Cecilia received a classical education, and she was fluent in Latin, Greek,
and Italian. She was also a talented musician and singer.

In 1489, Cecilia married Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan. Ludovico was a
powerful and ambitious ruler, and he was a patron of the arts. Cecilia
became his muse and mistress, and she played an important role in the
cultural life of the Milanese court.

Cecilia was also a talented artist, and she was one of the few women of her
time who was able to pursue a career in art. She studied under the tutelage
of Leonardo da Vinci, and she became one of his most accomplished
students.

The Portrait of Cecilia Gallerani

In 1490, Leonardo da Vinci painted a portrait of Cecilia Gallerani. The
portrait, known as the Lady in Ermine, is one of the most famous paintings
in the world. It is a beautiful and enigmatic portrait, and it has been the
subject of much study and debate.
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The Lady in Ermine is a half-length portrait of Cecilia Gallerani. She is
shown wearing a white dress with a fur trim, and she is holding a white
ermine in her right hand. The ermine is a symbol of purity and innocence,
and it is often associated with women of high social status.

Cecilia's face is turned slightly away from the viewer, and her expression is
both coy and seductive. Her eyes are dark and piercing, and her lips are
slightly parted. She has a delicate and feminine features, and she is
dressed in the latest fashion.

The Lady in Ermine is a masterpiece of the Renaissance, and it is one of
Leonardo da Vinci's most famous works. It is a beautiful and enigmatic
portrait, and it has been the subject of much study and debate.

Cecilia's Later Life

Cecilia Gallerani remained a close associate of Leonardo da Vinci
throughout her life. She was a member of his circle of friends and students,
and she was one of the few women who was able to collaborate with him
on his work.

In 1502, Cecilia married Count Ludovico Carminati, a wealthy nobleman
from Brescia. She had two children with Carminati, and she lived a quiet
and comfortable life.

Cecilia Gallerani died in Milan in 1536. She was 73 years old. She is buried
in the Church of San Maurizio al Monastero Maggiore in Milan.

Legacy



Cecilia Gallerani was a remarkable woman. She was a muse, a mistress,
an artist, and a friend of Leonardo da Vinci. She lived a full and complex
life, and she left behind a legacy of beauty and art.

The Lady in Ermine is one of the most famous paintings in the world, and it
is a testament to Cecilia Gallerani's beauty and charm. It is also a reminder
of the important role that women played in the Renaissance.
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