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Craig Johnson, the acclaimed author of the Longmire mystery series,
returns with another gripping tale set in the unforgiving wilderness of
Wyoming. Next to Last Stand is a complex and captivating Western
mystery that explores the themes of justice, vengeance, and the
indomitable spirit of the human soul. Join Walt Longmire, the charismatic
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sheriff of Absaroka County, and his loyal companions as they navigate a
tangled web of deception and uncover hidden truths.

Plot Summary

The story unfolds when a young woman's body is discovered on the remote
Blackfoot Indian Reservation. The victim, Michelle Dupree, is an enrolled
member of the tribe, and her death sends shockwaves through the
community. Sheriff Walt Longmire and his deputy, Henry Standing Bear, are
called in to investigate the murder, but they soon realize that this case is far
more complicated than it initially appears.

As Longmire and Standing Bear delve deeper into the investigation, they
uncover a web of secrets and lies that extend far beyond the reservation.
They encounter a cast of colorful characters, including a charismatic
medicine man, a ruthless rancher, and a mysterious stranger with a dark
past. Each person has their own motives and hidden agendas, and it
becomes increasingly difficult to separate the truth from the fiction.

Character Development

Craig Johnson is a master of character development, and Next to Last
Stand is no exception. The novel features a cast of complex and well-
developed characters who drive the story forward. Walt Longmire is a
compelling protagonist, a man of integrity and determination who is
haunted by his past mistakes. Henry Standing Bear is a loyal and insightful
deputy who provides a valuable perspective on the case. The supporting
characters are equally well-crafted, each with their own unique motivations
and flaws.

Themes



Next to Last Stand explores several important themes, including justice,
vengeance, and the indomitable spirit of the human soul. Johnson raises
questions about the nature of justice and the consequences of seeking
revenge. He also examines the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
adversity. The novel is a powerful reminder that even in the darkest of
times, hope and redemption can be found.

Setting

The setting of Next to Last Stand is as important as the characters and plot.
The unforgiving wilderness of Wyoming provides a backdrop for the story,
and Johnson vividly describes the harsh beauty of the land. The novel is
also deeply rooted in the culture of the Blackfoot Indian Reservation, and
Johnson provides a respectful and nuanced portrayal of Native American
life.

Next to Last Stand is a gripping Western mystery that will keep readers on
the edge of their seats from beginning to end. Craig Johnson has crafted a
complex and compelling story that explores important themes and features
a cast of unforgettable characters. The novel is a must-read for fans of
Western mysteries and anyone who enjoys a well-written and thought-
provoking story. Highly recommended.
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