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An In-Depth Look at the History, Repertoire, and Legacy of the
Prestigious Ballet Theatre Company

Ballet Theatre, one of the world's leading classical ballet companies, has a
rich and storied history that spans over eight decades. From its humble
beginnings in New York City to its current home at the David H. Koch
Theater at Lincoln Center, Ballet Theatre has been a pioneer in the world of
dance, showcasing the artistry and athleticism of some of the most talented
dancers in the world.

In this article, we will take a closer look at the history, repertoire, and legacy
of Ballet Theatre, providing insights into the world of classical ballet and its
enduring impact on the performing arts.
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Origins and Early Years

Ballet Theatre was founded in 1940 by a group of dancers,
choreographers, and patrons who were dissatisfied with the state of ballet
in the United States at the time. They envisioned a company that would be
dedicated to the highest standards of classical ballet, while also embracing
new and innovative works.

The company's early years were marked by a series of artistic triumphs
and financial struggles. Ballet Theatre quickly gained a reputation for its
exceptional dancers and its commitment to excellence, but it also faced
financial challenges due to the high cost of producing classical ballets.

The Golden Age of Ballet Theatre

The 1950s and 1960s are often considered the golden age of Ballet
Theatre. During this time, the company was led by a number of legendary
dancers, including Nora Kaye, Alicia Alonso, and Rudolf Nureyev. The
company also premiered a number of iconic ballets, including "Billy the Kid"
by Eugene Loring and "Fancy Free" by Jerome Robbins.

Ballet Theatre's golden age was also a time of great artistic innovation. The
company commissioned new works from some of the most influential
choreographers of the time, including George Balanchine, Antony Tudor,
and Agnes de Mille. These works helped to expand the boundaries of
classical ballet and paved the way for a new era of dance.

Recent Years

In recent years, Ballet Theatre has continued to grow and evolve. The
company has expanded its repertoire to include a wider range of ballets,



from classical works to contemporary creations. Ballet Theatre has also
toured extensively, bringing its artistry to audiences around the world.

Today, Ballet Theatre is one of the most respected and admired ballet
companies in the world. The company continues to be a leader in the field
of classical ballet, while also embracing new and innovative works. Ballet
Theatre is a vibrant and thriving organization that is committed to the
highest standards of artistic excellence.

Repertoire

Ballet Theatre's repertoire is one of the most extensive and diverse in the
world of dance. The company performs a wide range of ballets, from
classical works to contemporary creations. Some of the most popular
ballets in the company's repertoire include:

"Swan Lake" by Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov

"Giselle" by Jules Perrot and Jean Coralli

"The Sleeping Beauty" by Marius Petipa and Ivan Vsevolozhsky

"Romeo and Juliet" by William Shakespeare and Sergei Prokofiev

"Billy the Kid" by Eugene Loring

"Fancy Free" by Jerome Robbins

Ballet Theatre also commissions new works from contemporary
choreographers. In recent years, the company has premiered new ballets
by choreographers such as Justin Peck, Twyla Tharp, and Christopher
Wheeldon.



Legacy

Ballet Theatre has had a profound impact on the world of classical ballet.
The company has been a pioneer in the field, showcasing the artistry and
athleticism of some of the most talented dancers in the world. Ballet
Theatre has also been a leader in the development of new and innovative
works, helping to expand the boundaries of classical ballet.

Ballet Theatre's legacy is one of excellence, innovation, and artistry. The
company continues to be a vibrant and thriving organization that is
committed to the highest standards of artistic achievement.

Ballet Theatre is one of the world's leading classical ballet companies. The
company has a rich and storied history that spans over eight decades.
Ballet Theatre has been a pioneer in the world of dance, showcasing the
artistry and athleticism of some of the most talented dancers in the world.
The company has also been a leader in the development of new and
innovative works, helping to expand the boundaries of classical ballet.

Ballet Theatre's legacy is one of excellence, innovation, and artistry. The
company continues to be a vibrant and thriving organization that is
committed to the highest standards of artistic achievement.

Additional Resources

Ballet Theatre website

Dance Magazine article on Ballet Theatre

New York Times review of Ballet Theatre's production of "Giselle"
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