
Richard Sharpe and his Enigmatic Adversary:
Enemy Bernard Cornwell
In the annals of historical fiction, Bernard Cornwell's Sharpe series stands
as a literary juggernaut, portraying the turbulent Napoleonic era through the
lens of its titular protagonist, Richard Sharpe. Amidst the thunder of battle
and the clash of sabers, one figure emerges as a persistent thorn in
Sharpe's side, a cunning and evasive adversary who challenges his wits
and tests the limits of his resolve: Enemy Bernard Cornwell.

The Enigma of Bernard

Bernard, a shadowy character shrouded in mystery, is introduced in the
early Sharpe novels as a minor antagonist. His motives are unclear, his
origins shrouded in secrecy. But as the series progresses, he evolves into a
formidable opponent, a master of deception and psychological warfare.
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Cornwell deliberately obscures Bernard's physical appearance, leaving
readers to conjure their own image. His true name and background remain
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unknown, adding to the mystique surrounding him. This enigmatic quality
allows Bernard to operate in the shadows, influencing events without
revealing his hand.

Bernard's Manipulation of Sharpe

Bernard's greatest weapon is his ability to manipulate Sharpe's emotions.
He exploits Sharpe's loyalty, his compassion, and his desire for justice to
undermine him. In "Sharpe's Siege," Bernard uses Sharpe's love for the
widowed Jane Gibbons to draw him into a deadly trap.

Bernard also plays on Sharpe's vulnerability, particularly his guilt over the
loss of his mentor, Colonel Hogan. In "Sharpe's Revenge," Bernard
leverages Sharpe's grief to turn him against his own allies, driving a wedge
between Sharpe and the men who have fought alongside him.

Bernard's Involvement in Sharpe's World

Bernard's influence extends beyond his direct interactions with Sharpe. He
infiltrates the British military, forming alliances with corrupt officers and
undermining the trust between Sharpe and his superiors. In "Sharpe's
Sword," Bernard manipulates the incompetent General Ross to issue an
order that results in the loss of hundreds of British lives.

Bernard's presence also affects Sharpe's personal life. He uses the
beautiful Donna Maria to distract Sharpe, knowing that her charms will
cloud his judgment. In "Sharpe's Honour," Bernard's machinations lead to
the imprisonment of Sharpe's friend, Sergeant Harper, threatening to
destabilize Sharpe's support network.

Sharpe vs. Bernard: A Clash of Wills



The conflict between Sharpe and Bernard is a battle of wits and resolve.
Sharpe, with his unwavering courage and determination, represents the
righteous force fighting against the darkness. Bernard, with his cunning and
deceit, represents the corruption and brutality that permeate the
Napoleonic era.

As the series unfolds, Sharpe gradually uncovers Bernard's true nature and
the extent of his involvement in his life. The confrontation between them
becomes inevitable, a clash of wills that will ultimately determine the fate of
both men.

In "Sharpe's Fury," Sharpe finally faces Bernard in a duel, but Bernard's
trickery allows him to escape. In "Sharpe's Waterloo," the two enemies
meet their climactic end, a fitting resolution to a rivalry that has spanned the
entirety of the Sharpe series.

Bernard's Legacy in the Sharpe Series

Enemy Bernard Cornwell has left an indelible mark on the Sharpe series.
His enigmatic presence, his manipulative tactics, and his role as Sharpe's
nemesis have shaped the narrative and kept readers on the edge of their
seats throughout the epic tale.

Bernard's legacy extends beyond the Sharpe novels. He represents the
shadowy forces that lurk in the background of every conflict, the unseen
enemies who manipulate events for their own nefarious purposes.
Bernard's character serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us of the
dangers of deception and the importance of trust and vigilance.



Enemy Bernard Cornwell is a captivating and multifaceted character who
has enriched the Sharpe series immeasurably. As a master manipulator
and a persistent adversary, he has tested Sharpe's limits and challenged
his resolve. The clash between these two characters has created
unforgettable moments, suspenseful encounters, and a compelling
narrative that has captivated readers for decades. Bernard's enigmatic
presence and his lasting impact on the Sharpe series ensure that he will
remain an enduring figure in the annals of historical fiction.
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