
The Architectural Plates From The
Encyclopedie: A Visual Journey Through 18th-
Century Architecture
The Architectural Plates From The Encyclopedie is an extraordinary
collection of 635 engravings that document the architectural styles of the
18th century. These plates, which were originally published in Diderot and
d'Alembert's Encyclopédie, provide a unique glimpse into the architectural
practices and theories of the Enlightenment era.

The plates were created by a team of architects and draftsmen, who
worked under the direction of the Encyclopédie's editor-in-chief, Denis
Diderot. The team included some of the most prominent architects of the
day, such as Jacques-François Blondel, Jean-Baptiste Rondelet, and Ange-
Jacques Gabriel.
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The plates are organized into three main sections: "Architecture civile,"
"Architecture militaire," and "Architecture navale." The "Architecture civile"
section includes plates on a wide range of topics, such as domestic
architecture, public buildings, and urban planning. The "Architecture
militaire" section includes plates on fortifications, artillery, and military
engineering. The "Architecture navale" section includes plates on ship
design and construction.

The plates are not only a valuable historical resource, but they are also
beautiful works of art. The engravings are finely detailed and accurate, and
they capture the grandeur and beauty of 18th-century architecture.

The Architectural Plates From The Encyclopedie is a testament to the
importance of architecture in the Enlightenment era. The plates provide a
valuable glimpse into the architectural practices and theories of the day,
and they continue to inspire architects and designers today.

The Architectural Styles of the 18th Century

The 18th century was a time of great architectural innovation. New styles
emerged, such as Neoclassicism, Rococo, and Palladianism. These styles
were influenced by a variety of factors, including the Enlightenment, the
rise of the middle class, and the increasing availability of new building
materials.

Neoclassicism was a revival of the classical architecture of ancient Greece
and Rome. Neoclassical buildings are characterized by their simple,
elegant lines and their use of classical motifs, such as columns, pediments,
and entablatures.



Rococo was a more playful and ornate style than Neoclassicism. Rococo
buildings are characterized by their use of curved lines, asymmetry, and
elaborate ornamentation. Rococo interiors are often decorated with
paintings, sculptures, and gilding.

Palladianism was a style of architecture that was based on the work of the
Italian architect Andrea Palladio. Palladian buildings are characterized by
their symmetrical facades, their use of classical motifs, and their emphasis
on proportion and harmony.

The Influence of the Encyclopédie

The Encyclopédie was a massive undertaking that had a profound impact
on the intellectual and cultural life of the 18th century. The Encyclopédie
contained articles on a wide range of topics, including science, philosophy,
art, and architecture. The Architectural Plates From The Encyclopedie were
an important part of the Encyclopédie, and they helped to spread the new
architectural styles of the 18th century throughout Europe.

The Architectural Plates From The Encyclopedie are a valuable resource
for anyone who is interested in the history of architecture. The plates
provide a unique glimpse into the architectural practices and theories of the
18th century, and they continue to inspire architects and designers today.

The Architectural Plates From The Encyclopedie is an extraordinary
collection of engravings that document the architectural styles of the 18th
century. These plates are a valuable historical resource, and they are also
beautiful works of art. The plates provide a unique glimpse into the
architectural practices and theories of the Enlightenment era, and they
continue to inspire architects and designers today.
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