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The Crits Student Manual by Terry Barrett is a highly acclaimed and widely
used textbook in architectural education. It provides a comprehensive guide
to architectural criticism, offering a structured approach to understanding,
evaluating, and discussing architectural design. Through a blend of theory
and practical exercises, the manual equips students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to engage in meaningful design critiques and
develop their critical thinking abilities.

Structure and Key Concepts

The Crits Student Manual is organized into three main sections:

1. Understanding Criticism: This section introduces the fundamental
principles of architectural criticism, including its purpose, methods, and
criteria. It explores the different types of criticism, from objective
analysis to subjective interpretation, and emphasizes the importance of
critical thinking in the architectural design process.

2. Developing Critical Skills: The second section focuses on
developing students' critical skills through a series of exercises and
case studies. It covers aspects such as observation, analysis,
interpretation, and communication, guiding students in how to
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effectively articulate their critiques and support their arguments with
evidence.

3. Applying Criticism to Design: The final section applies the principles
and skills of architectural criticism to real-world design projects. It
demonstrates how to use critical analysis to inform design decisions,
improve design outcomes, and engage in constructive dialogue with
fellow architects and clients.

Significance in Architectural Education

The Crits Student Manual has become an essential resource in
architectural education due to its:

Structured Approach: It provides a clear and systematic framework
for students to approach architectural criticism, ensuring a consistent
and rigorous evaluation process.

Practical Exercises: The numerous exercises and case studies allow
students to apply critical thinking skills to real-world design projects,
fostering hands-on learning.

Development of Critical Skills: The manual emphasizes the
importance of critical thinking, analysis, and communication in
architectural practice, equipping students with essential skills for their
professional careers.

Enhanced Design Abilities: By developing their critical skills,
students can improve their ability to evaluate and refine their own
designs, leading to more informed and successful design outcomes.

Examples and Applications



The Crits Student Manual is extensively used in architecture schools
worldwide, including:

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

University of California, Berkeley

Royal College of Art (RCA)

University of Sydney

National University of Singapore (NUS)

In these institutions, the manual serves as a primary textbook for courses in
architectural criticism, design studios, and design review processes.
Students engage with the manual to develop their critical abilities,
participate in design critiques, and provide constructive feedback on
architectural projects.

The Crits Student Manual by Terry Barrett is a comprehensive and
invaluable guide to architectural criticism for architecture students. Its
structured approach, practical exercises, and emphasis on critical thinking
skills provide a solid foundation for students to develop their ability to
analyze, evaluate, and communicate about architectural design. The
manual has played a significant role in architectural education, contributing
to the development of countless students and professionals in the field.
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