The Life and Art of Busby Berkeley: Screen
Classics

Busby Berkeley was a legendary Hollywood choreographer and director
who revolutionized the way dance was presented on film. His elaborate and
visually stunning dance sequences were a staple of movie musicals in the
1930s and 1940s, and his work continues to be admired and imitated

today.
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Early Life and Career

Berkeley was born William Berkeley Enos in Los Angeles, California, in
1895. He began his career as a dancer in vaudeville and Broadway shows,
but he quickly made a name for himself as a choreographer. In 1930, he
was hired by Warner Bros. to choreograph the dance sequences in the
musical film "Whoopee!" This was the beginning of a long and successful


https://reading.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkZyM3g3UGhSa2Q3OGNGUVE1NXQySjM2M1U3d0JNTHp0UXg4Z0lydW1tK0hsTU9oRDA3YVFjak05ZUNuWFlYczhOSnRtVmFBYk1kV1RoM0RZVnhyN1BvWFJLR2tsQWcxbVk0SW52Q0psTHRTSUE2WVwvU3lEQVZZZ3pVaGdGT1NveFRDSlRGdDdRc2hxMG96dEhHOTE0UXdtRDA0b0w2SHhuTENwVkVGalwvTDZBeUJrYnlkNk85cDkxN3FtSzZKRW1lIiwiaXYiOiI3YmQwMjI5OTM5YTk4MzYyYmY2OTg5YjI3NGZmYmUyZSIsInMiOiIxNjdkZmY0NzI5NGE3NGRkIn0%3D
https://reading.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkdXQkZiNStVSjV4MVJSeFRxSm5wUCt5MEV3eEZhXC9VdmVHNFJnakV1aVY2dDllQmpnTjk3QWVBcW51dFdvNU9FZHFVRGNXZmFrNjNpTUhIcncrd2l1aTR0cVhscUNWTnk1a1FKRUhcL2lYbGxuSkRNOFdDMUVjR2dkSElOWm1BRFJVa1Fqb21VY3lsZmxNU1B5bFcrSFd4WVNBRW9lb0RxR1I1NnAyWXVKSDBNc280RHFEanhFVTlGVWRTUzZscDU3IiwiaXYiOiI1MjBhY2IzZGQ5ZjY2ZTkwZmU1MGFlNDZkNWVjNmJiMSIsInMiOiJjOTZiZGQzNGQwNTBjZGQ2In0%3D
https://reading.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik53dVIyeEx2eXZ3N0ZpcEplZW5hMjdLOE5GSmtpbTVaUXhEejhVXC8wT3F2Y0g0dDVUT2ZETVJGbmJ4anBVR0pZRnBMXC81UU4zc1wvTnB2aVhJUHU5SG54ZUFiT1Z3RHRcLzR4N2V4dXl1YXpHTmdmSGNQMU1QQlAwbWNNT1NDaE5sRXVCMExpUm8zNDR2UWRGYmF0VXo3YUVBTFBLTml0b2JkQlY3VEw1MkhuclFVNGM5ODBNekNYYzVqQjR6Tmd4MUMiLCJpdiI6IjU2YTAzNGFhNDFiNWY5YzhlYTQzYzJhZTQ3YjIyYTE4IiwicyI6IjhkODdkNTZhY2YwOWY3OGEifQ%3D%3D

collaboration between Berkeley and Warner Bros., and it was during this
time that he created some of his most iconic work.

Berkeley's Style

Berkeley's dance sequences were characterized by their elaborate sets,
intricate formations, and precision choreography. He often used hundreds
of dancers, and he would often create complex patterns and shapes with
their bodies. His sequences were also known for their use of special
effects, such as smoke and mirrors. Berkeley's style was unique and
distinctive, and it helped to define the look and feel of Hollywood musicals
of the era.

Impact on the Film Industry

Berkeley's work had a profound impact on the film industry. He helped to
raise the status of dance in film, and he inspired a generation of
choreographers and directors. His sequences were a major selling point for
movie musicals, and they helped to make these films some of the most
popular and successful of the era. Berkeley's work also had a lasting
impact on popular culture, and his dance sequences have been parodied
and imitated in countless films, television shows, and music videos.

Notable Films

Some of Berkeley's most notable films include:

=  Whoopee! (1930)
= 42nd Street (1933)

= Gold Diggers of 1933 (1933)



= Footlight Parade (1933)

= Dames (1934)

= Wonder Bar (1934)

= Gold Diggers of 1935 (1935)
= In Caliente (1935)

= Swing Time (1936)

= Varsity Show (1937)

= Gold Diggers of 1937 (1937)
= Hollywood Hotel (1937)

= On the Avenue (1937)

= Going Places (1938)

= The Gang's All Here (1943)

- Ziegfeld Follies (1946)

Personal Life

Berkeley was married four times. His first two marriages ended in divorce,
but he had two children with his third wife, Lorna Gray. Berkeley's fourth
marriage, to Eleanor Powell, lasted until his death in 1976. Berkeley was a
private person, and he rarely gave interviews. He was also known for his
perfectionism and his demanding work ethic.

Legacy



Busby Berkeley was one of the most influential figures in the history of
Hollywood musicals. His elaborate and visually stunning dance sequences
were a major selling point for these films, and they helped to make them
some of the most popular and successful of the era. Berkeley's work also
had a lasting impact on popular culture, and his dance sequences have
been parodied and imitated in countless films, television shows, and music
videos. Berkeley's legacy continues to inspire choreographers and
directors today, and his work remains a testament to the power of dance to
entertain and amaze.
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