
The Ultimate Guide to Acrylic Colour Mixing: A
Comprehensive Guide for Artists
Acrylics are a versatile and popular medium for artists due to their fast
drying time, vibrant colours, and ease of use. Understanding colour mixing
is crucial for creating successful acrylic paintings and achieving the desired
effects. This comprehensive guide provides a thorough understanding of
colour theory, mixing techniques, and practical tips for achieving
harmonious colour combinations using acrylics.

Colour Theory

Colour theory is the foundation of colour mixing. It involves understanding
the relationships between colours and how they interact when combined.
The colour wheel, which arranges colours in a circular pattern, is a
fundamental tool for colour theory.
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Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Colours

The primary colours are red, yellow, and blue. These colours cannot be
created by mixing other colours. Secondary colours are created by mixing
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two primary colours, for example, orange (red + yellow),green (yellow +
blue),and purple (blue + red). Tertiary colours are created by mixing a
primary colour with a secondary colour, such as red-orange, yellow-green,
and blue-violet.

Colour Harmonies

Colour harmonies are combinations of colours that create a visually
pleasing effect. There are several different colour harmonies, including:

Complementary colours: These are colours that are opposite each
other on the colour wheel, such as red and green, blue and orange, or
yellow and purple. They create a strong contrast and can be used to
create dynamic effects.

Analogous colours: These are colours that are adjacent to each
other on the colour wheel, such as red, red-orange, and orange. They
create a harmonious and cohesive effect.

Monochromatic colours: These are different shades and tints of the
same colour. They create a subtle and elegant effect.

Triadic colours: These are three colours that are evenly spaced
around the colour wheel, such as red, yellow, and blue. They create a
vibrant and eye-catching effect.

Split-complementary colours: These are three colours that consist of
one colour and the two colours adjacent to its complement. For
example, the split-complementary of red would be green-blue and
green-yellow.

Double-complementary colours: These are four colours that consist
of two pairs of complementary colours. For example, the double-



complementary of red would be green, green-blue, orange, and
orange-red.

Colour Temperature

Colours can also be classified as warm or cool. Warm colours, such as red,
orange, and yellow, are associated with fire, energy, and passion. Cool
colours, such as blue, green, and purple, are associated with water, nature,
and calmness.

Colour Saturation and Value

Colour saturation refers to the intensity of a colour. A highly saturated
colour is vibrant and pure, while a desaturated colour is muted and dull.
Colour value refers to the lightness or darkness of a colour. A high-value
colour is light, while a low-value colour is dark.

Acrylic Colour Mixing Techniques

There are various techniques for mixing acrylic colours to achieve different
effects. The most common methods include:

Mixing on the Palette

This is the most straightforward mixing technique. Simply squeeze the
desired colours onto a palette and mix them together with a brush or
palette knife until you achieve the desired colour.

Wet-on-Wet Mixing

Wet-on-wet mixing involves applying one wet colour over another wet
colour before it dries. This technique creates soft, blended transitions



between colours. To achieve wet-on-wet mixing, paint onto a wet canvas or
apply a layer of water over the area to be mixed.

Glazing

Glazing is a technique where thin, transparent layers of paint are applied
over each other to build up colour and depth. Each layer should be allowed
to dry completely before applying the next. This technique creates a
luminous and ethereal effect.

Impasto Mixing

Impasto mixing involves mixing colours on the canvas using thick layers of
paint. The paint is applied with a palette knife or brush in a way that creates
texture and depth. This technique creates a bold and tactile effect.

Tips for Mixing Acrylic Colours

Here are some practical tips for mixing acrylic colours:

Start with a small amount of paint: It's easier to add more colour
than to remove it, so start with a small amount and gradually add more
until you achieve the desired colour.

Use a colour wheel: A colour wheel is a valuable tool for choosing
harmonious colour combinations. Experiment with different colour
harmonies to find what works best for your painting.

Mix colours in different proportions: Varying the proportions of
colours can create different effects. For example, mixing a small
amount of a complementary colour into a primary colour can neutralize
it, while mixing equal parts of two complementary colours can create a
vibrant gray.



Experiment with different mixing techniques: Each colour mixing
technique creates a different effect. Experiment with different
techniques to find what works best for your painting style.

Use a medium: A medium can help to improve the flow and blending
of acrylic colours. You can use water, acrylic medium, or glazing
medium, depending on the desired effect.

Test your colours before applying them to the canvas: Always test
your mixed colours on a scrap piece of paper or canvas before
applying them to the final painting. This will help you to avoid any
unexpected surprises.

Acrylic colour mixing is a fundamental skill for artists. By understanding
colour theory, experimenting with different mixing techniques, and following
practical tips, you can create vibrant and harmonious colour combinations
that will bring your paintings to life. Remember, the key to successful colour
mixing is practice and experimentation, so don't be afraid to dive in and
explore the possibilities.
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Acrylics Unleashed: Exploring the Creative
Potential of Acrylics with Glyn Macey
Welcome to the vibrant world of acrylics, a medium that captivates the
imagination with its versatility, expressiveness, and infinite...

Judge This: The Unforgettable Book Covers of
Chip Kidd
Chip Kidd is one of the most influential book cover designers of our time.
His work is characterized by its wit, intelligence, and originality. He has
designed...
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