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Prepare to embark on an extraordinary literary journey as we delve into the
captivating world of Selected Travel Writings of John Treadwell Dunbar.
This collection of travelogues offers a unique window into the life and
adventures of a remarkable 19th-century American traveler, writer, and
diplomat.

John Treadwell Dunbar: A Visionary Traveler

Born in 1842 in New Hampshire, John Treadwell Dunbar displayed an

ungquenchable thirst for adventure from a young age. He embarked on his
first major expedition in 1874, traversing the vast and untamed wilderness
of the American West. Dunbar's keen eye for observation and his ability to
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capture the essence of his experiences in vivid prose set him apart as a
gifted writer.

In 1885, Dunbar embarked on a diplomatic mission to Liberia, a country
that held a special place in his heart. He served as the United States
Minister Resident and Consul General to Liberia for over a decade, during
which time he traveled extensively throughout the country and developed a
deep understanding of its history, culture, and people.

A Literary Treasure: Selected Travel Writings

Dunbar's travelogues are not merely accounts of his journeys; they are
literary masterpieces that transport readers to distant lands and introduce
them to fascinating cultures. Selected Travel Writings of John Treadwell
Dunbar is a carefully curated collection that showcases the best of his
work.

In the Land of the Incas (1891)



Dunbar's vivid descriptions of the majestic Andes mountains, the ruins of

Machu Picchu, and the vibrant indigenous cultures of the region paint a
vivid picture of a lost world. His insights into the history and traditions of the
Incas provide a glimpse into a civilization that left an enduring legacy on
South America.

Liberia: A Century of Survival (1897)
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Liberia: A Century of Survival chronicles Dunbar's diplomatic experiences in Liberia
and offers a unique perspective on the country's history and culture.

Dunbar's account of the challenges and triumphs of Liberia's early
independence is both informative and thought-provoking. He explores the
country's complex social and political landscape, highlighting its struggles
for self-determination and its enduring spirit.

As We Were and As We Are (1895)
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This introspective work provides a deeper understanding of Dunbar's
philosophy, his views on race and colonialism, and his unwavering
optimism about the human spirit. His insights into the human condition and
his ability to connect with people from all walks of life make this a truly
captivating read.

Exploring the Human Tapestry
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Throughout his travels, Dunbar was fascinated by the diversity of human
cultures and the common threads that unite us all. His writings celebrate
the richness of different traditions, languages, and ways of life.

Dunbar's encounters with indigenous communities in the Americas and
Africa opened his eyes to the resilience and wisdom of marginalized
peoples. He questioned the dominant narratives of his time and advocated
for a more just and equitable world.

A Legacy of Adventure and Understanding

Selected Travel Writings of John Treadwell Dunbar is a testament to the
power of travel to transform and inspire. Dunbar's writings continue to
captivate readers today, offering a glimpse into the world as it was and
providing insights that resonate with contemporary audiences.

His legacy as an adventurer, writer, and diplomat is a reminder of the
importance of embracing diversity, seeking knowledge, and working
towards a better future for all.

Selected Travel Writings of John Treadwell Dunbar is an indispensable
collection for anyone interested in travel literature, history, culture, and the
human experience. Dunbar's vivid prose, keen insights, and unwavering
humanity make his writings a timeless treasure.

As we prepare for Part Two of our exploration into Dunbar's travelogues, let
us continue to be inspired by his spirit of adventure and his unwavering
belief in the power of human connection.
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